USPS: A retail associate’s suspicions
confirmed counterfeit postage
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When a customer dropped off hundreds of envelopes at the Avalon, NJ, Post
Office recently, Retail Associate Patrick Selfridge sensed something was off with
their postage.

“The first thing that caught my eye
was the date of the stamps — 2018
— and their being so pristine,” he
said.

“The second head-scratcher was
the volume of stamps: 200-plus.
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Postmaster Melissa Lomax notified Postal Inspector Gregory Kliemisch, whose
investigation confirmed Selfridge’s suspicions: The stamps were fake.

Last year, the Postal Inspection Service launched a public awareness campaign
urging customers to purchase stamps directly from USPS or from retailers with
legitimate resale agreements with the Postal Service.

In the Avalon case, it turns out the customer was unwittingly using counterfeit
postage. Their organization had been purchasing fraudulent stamps from social
media marketplaces for several years.

The Inspection Service’s website has more information on counterfeit postage.
Incidents can be reported through the organization’s Counterfeit Postage
Reporting System.
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